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A Study of the Future of Maple Street in Downtown Summit 

Summit, NJ – June 1, 2022 – In 2020, 2021, and now in 2022, the City of Summit made two blocks of Maple Street in 

Downtown Summit pedestrian-only (that is, closed to car and truck traffic). Maple Street was closed from the 400 Alley 

to Springfield and Springfield to the driveway entrance to the Tier Garage. Members of Common Council received a lot 

of feedback about the closing of the street and is considering whether to make these portions of Maple Street 

pedestrian-only for all or part of the calendar year going forward on an annual basis. Summit Downtown, Inc. (SDI), the 

downtown management organization, is working with a consultant to gather input from area residents, business & 

property owners, conduct focus groups and analyze traffic study data to write a report so that Council has the 

information it needs to make an informed decision on the matter. 

Closing Maple Street to cars and trucks offers an opportunity to create a large public space for community programs, 

restaurant seating, retail space and space for people to walk or gather downtown. Funded by a grant from Main Street 

New Jersey, SDI contracted with Creative Placemaking Communities (CPC) to conduct an informational study and will be 

contracting very soon with an Engineering firm to perform a traffic study. The information gathered will be reviewed by  

CPC and they will then author a report and make a recommendation to the city, then City Council will decide the future 

of Maple Street in downtown. Council will decide whether or not to close Maple Street to vehicles at all or seasonally or 

permanently.  

 

SDI has sent out a survey to their email list of over 6,000 area residents and this press release is another way to get the 

word out to gather as much information as possible. Paper copies of the survey are also available at Summit City Hall, 

the Summit Free Public Library and at SDI’s office at 18 Bank Street, Suite 101; it can also be accessed here. SDI has sent 

out another survey geared toward gathering input from downtown property and business owners also. Here are the 

links for the business owners’ survey and commercial property owners’ survey.  

 

https://www.summitdowntown.org/
https://cpc.cpcommunities.org/home
https://summitdowntown.wufoo.com/forms/resident-survey/
https://summitdowntown.wufoo.com/forms/downtown-summit-business-owner-survey/
https://summitdowntown.wufoo.com/forms/downtown-property-owner-survey/

