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 Summit Downtown, Inc. 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 26, 2019   8:00AM 
City of Summit City Hall, Whitman Room 

 

Members Present: Pat Angelo, Bob Conway, Joseph Hamilton, Leslie Herman, Tony Melchionna, Nora Radest, Karen 
Schneider, Matthew Strauss and Claire Toth.  Staff: Kathryn Best. 
 
Members Absent: Steve Bowman, David Gittleman, Beth Little, Ray Merritt, and Michael Rogers.     
 
Guests:  None 
    
Bob Conway called the meeting to order at 8:04 am. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Bob Conway  
Minutes were presented for approval.  Tony Melchionna moved that the May 2019 minutes be approved.  Pat Angelo 
seconded, and the motion passed. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – Bob Conway  
Bob read a note to the Board from Nancy in her absence thanking Kathryn for her hard work on a second successful Family 
Fun Night. Mayor Radest echoed Nancy’s comments saying she received excellent feedback on the event.  Kathryn thanked 
Nancy and the trustees for their compliments and kind words.  
 
COMMITTEE/PROJECT REPORTS  
FINANCE – Claire Toth 
Claire informed the Board that SDI still hasn’t received any 2019 Assessment Revenue.  Other than that, everything is on-
track.  Approximately $3,200 worth of gift cards were sold in May and, likely, even more were sold in June.  Most of the cards 
were teacher/coach gifts.  It’s a testament that word is getting out there and people are thinking of the gift card when 
considering gift options. 
 
Tony Melchionna made a motion to approve the financials for May 2019.  Pat Angelo seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
DESIGN AND BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE – Claire Toth 
There is a pending façade grant application for the old colonial hall building on Springfield Ave.  The architect has expressed 
interest in nodding to the building’s history.  One way may be to use historic lighting; discussions with the architect and Mark 
Yeager continue.  Leslie Herman considered putting a mural on her building at one time; she may revisit those plans.  
 
DCS/SDI MEETING REPORT – Tony Melchionna  
- The City needs to replace the drains in the alleyway behind Dunkin Donuts before repaving.  They hope to do this in July or 
August.  

- Karen had heard something about the City considering retractable bollards for the alleyways.  Aaron hadn’t heard anything 
about them.  

- Karen also expressed concern that drivers exiting the alleyway aren’t able to see pedestrians that are walking very close to 
the building.  Aaron recommended against installing a mirror, but they are considering a sign indicating that pedestrians 
cross there.   

- Construction on the Village Green continues but is slow due to the rainy weather.  
- Several of the utility wells covered with flimsy metal are bowing again. JCP&L will have to look at them.  Mayor Radest said 
that the City has an excellent new JCP&L rep that she will contact. 

- Tony suggested having SDI’s intern map where utility wells are around town and which tree wells are in need of attention. 
- Crosswalks have been painted. 
 
FARMERS MARKET UPDATE – Bob Conway  
After a very wet start, the Farmers Market has been going well.  Customers are liking the new vendors and business is 
picking up.  Now that the light pole has been installed without working electrical outlets, Tony asked if it would be beneficial to 
have electrical access there.  Bob said that it would be great and would definitely be utilized.  Tony said he would talk to 
Aaron about it.  
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STAKEHOLDERS MEETING, JULY 24 – Bob Conway 
The next Stakeholder Meeting will be on Wednesday, July 24 at The Co-Co.  There will be networking and refreshments at 
8am and the program will start at 8:30am.  There will be a brief presentation on SDI’s Façade Grant Program and historical 
info on Summit’s buildings.   
 
 
EVENT UPDATES – Kathryn Best and Nancy Adams 
Summit Street Sounds – The final Street Sounds will be this Thursday, June 27.  There will also be an “encore 
performance” to kick off Restaurant Week on July 18.  We’ve had to cancel 3 of 8 days so far due to weather.  But, when the 
weather is good, the event is successful.  People are out and about and we’ve been getting good feedback on the musicians 
we’ve hire.  
 
Family Fun Night was held Thursday, June 13 from 4-8pm.  The weather held out, and we had a good turnout.  We 
increased the amount of hired entertainment both on the street and on stage.  We had 6 sponsors, which was a new record.  
Kathryn thanked Lois Schneider Realtor again for being the event’s Major Sponsor.  Karen thanked Kathryn and Nancy for 
their hard work.  We brought in some carefully selected non-downtown food trucks/vendors and didn’t receive any 
complaints.  That was a good test since we would like to bring in outside food vendors for Arts + Cars.      
 
Restaurant Week will be held July 18-28.  Street Sounds will return to kick the event off from 5-8pm on July 18.  We are 
working on getting the restaurants signed up, which is always a very tedious process.  This year, we will have a new Guess 
the Dish Challenge on social media.  We will go to restaurants and take a photo of the ingredients for one of their dishes.  
Then, we’ll post the photo on our social media during Restaurant Week and give people a day or two to guess the dish those 
ingredients make.  One correct guess will be randomly selected to win a $50 Summit Gift Card.  It’s a cool contest because, 
aside from generating buzz, it drives traffic to the restaurant’s menu online while people try to figure out what the dish is.   
 
COMMON COUNCIL UPDATE – Mayor Radest and Steve Bowman  
The City is waiting to receive proposals from the developers.  The City is working on figuring out parking alternatives for while 
work is being done on the redevelopment.  SDI sent out the Economic Development Committee’s survey. 
 
The Mayor also mentioned her meeting with several community stakeholders on creating a dementia-friendly community.  
Summit has a lot of resources, so it was helpful having everyone in the same room.  She said she would send a fact sheet 
with ideas for businesses to Nancy to include in her newsletter to business and property owners.  Leslie Herman offered 
some insight from her own experience in her business.  Mayor Radest suggested having someone like Leslie present at an 
upcoming stakeholder meeting on the topic. Discussion continued. 
 
NEW BUSINESS / PUBLIC INPUT 
None 
 
Tony Melchionna made a motion to adjourn, and Karen Schneider seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35am. 

 

The next Trustee meeting is July 31, 2019. 


