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To:  Summit Downtown, Inc. Board of Trustees 
 
From:  Kevin Smallwood 
 
Date:  June 13, 2013 
 
Re:  Summit Downtown, Inc. Board of Trustees 
                      May 29, 2013 
 
Members Present:   Dave Bomgaars, Bob Conway, Chris Cotter, Lori Dahl, 
Ellen Dickson, Gregory Drummond, Detlef Felschow, Don Geddis, Toni George, 
Rich Lorenson, Jerry Rotunno, Doris Schneider, Kevin Smallwood, Susan Taylor, 
Mark Wadmond, Robert Weakley, Beth Welsh, Mark Yeager, Marin Mixon (staff) 
and Susan Petrow (staff). 
 
Guests:  Mary Cummings 
  Rocco Flores 
  Giovanni Grassi  
  Mrs. Grassi 
  Laurie Iannarone 
  Judith Josephs 
  Nanette Kryston 
  Bob Lomonico 
  Anthony Melchionna 
  Pam Pappas 
  Paul Pappas 
  Donna Puzella 
  Robert Steelman 
  Police Chief Weck 
  Nick Zappia 
  Alex Leontowycz  
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Kevin Smallwood opened the meeting at 8:04 a.m.  
 
A motion was made by Mark Wadmond and seconded by Bob Conway to 
approve the April minutes as amended by Gregory Drummond to exclude 
comments from the Executive Committee Meeting.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Kevin Smallwood thanked all of the restaurant businesses present for attending 
the Board Meeting. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Kevin Smallwood 
 
Kevin Smallwood recapped that at last month’s Board Meeting it was reported 
that the Farmers Market tee shirts would still be ordered but would not include 
the 20th Anniversary since it was discovered that it is not the 20th year in 
operation.  Kevin stated that the tee shirts are a great marketing idea, showed a 
sample tee shirt to the Trustees, suggested that we could put out a donation box 
at the Farmers Market and Greenmarket tables to offset the cost of the shirts and 
opened the subject for discussion. 
 
Mark Wadmond suggested using half of the money approved for the tee shirts to 
create canvas recycling bags at a cost of approximately $5.  Lori Dahl suggested 
saving the canvas bags for another time and agreed that the tee shirts are a 
good marketing tool even without it being the 20th Anniversary of the market. 
 
Additional discussion included charging a specific amount for the tee shirts and 
asking for a donation and email address. 
 
Greg Drummond stated his reluctance to fund the tee shirts from surplus as 
originally proposed at the March Board Meeting and Dee Felschow advised that 
the funding will now come from the General Marketing budget. 
 
Additional discussion ensued about whether or not to spend $7,500 to buy 1,500 
tee shirts.  Mark Wadmond made a motion to which was seconded by Lori Dahl 
to use funds from the General Marketing budget to print 500 tee shirts at a cost 
of approximately $6.86 each and offer them to the public with a donation 
requested.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
City Administrator’s Report – Chris Cotter 
 
Chris Cotter thanked and congratulated the GNO Committee on organizing a 
blockbuster event.  The DeForest lots were filled before 5:30 pm and Chris was 
very pleased with the process. 
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Judith Josephs will be speaking today about Summit summer events and final 
parking recommendations will be presented to Common Council at the June 5 
meeting. 
 
Finance – Dee Felschow 
 
Dee Felschow reviewed the April budget.  Dave Bomgaars made a motion to 
accept the April Financial Report which was seconded by Mark Wadmond.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Susan Taylor will review the Workman’s Compensation annual premium of $407 
which is due in June. 
 
Kevin Smallwood introduced the topic of SDI’s bank surplus. He commented that 
SDI has not had to raise the SID tax and our auditor recommends keeping a 
minimum surplus of $50,000.  Our surplus is well over that amount and SDI 
needs to think about going forward and utilizing the funds.   
 
Dee stated that the timing of money moving in and out of the account needs to 
be considered so that we don’t find ourselves without money to pay our bills. 
 
Marin Mixon commented that in 2018 SDI will have paid down the City Downtown 
Project and extra funds will be available as a result. 
 
Events – Mark Wadmond 
 
Almost 300 meals were served at the All American Fish Fry held on May 18. 
 
Instead of hosting another Girls’ Night Out, an All Day Fall Shopping event will be 
discussed at the Events Committee meeting on June 19.     
 
Marin Mixon reported that 81 restaurants and merchants participated in the 
spring Girls’ Night Out event.  One thousand women attended and close to 300 
parking vouchers were distributed to attendees.  Feedback on the event was very 
good and businesses reported additional sales and that the event was good PR. 
 
Marin thanked Coldwell Banker for sponsoring Girls’ Night Out, all of their office 
volunteers and Trustees Doris Schneider, Susan Taylor and Beth Welsh who 
worked the registration table and Tracy Beckerman, our guest author. 
 
Cars and Croissants is a new event introduced by Greg Drummond which will 
take place on Father’s Day, June 16, behind the Bouras building.  Cars & 
Croissants is an informal car club that meets biweekly and this will be the first 
time they will meet in Summit.  The event is 100% email driven and entirely 
dependent on good weather. 
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A two sided insert for the Star Ledger has been created for the Farmers Market 
and Greenmarket. 
 
The Greenmarket opens on June 27 for 11 weeks.  There has been a lot of buzz 
in town about the event and the restaurants attending today’s Board meeting 
were encouraged to create a menu around the Greenmarket produce.  The 
market will be open 3 pm to 8 pm on Beechwood Road to Springfield Avenue.  
There will be 12 vendors and traffic will be one way going from Bank Street and 
Beechwood to Union Place.  The market is intended to attract employees who 
may not be here on Sundays, railroad commuters and people that may be going 
away for the weekend.   
 
Four parking spaces on Beechwood will be used for the Greenmarket.  A police 
officer will be placed at Union Place and Summit Avenue the first and third weeks 
to help with the new traffic pattern and if needed, will be asked to return for 
additional weeks.  The market is closed July 4. 
 
Merchants are asked to gauge business on Thursday nights and we are working 
with Judith Josephs and the City of Summit to complement their Thursday 
activities to benefit the entire community. 
 
Parking – Bob Weakley and Rich Lorenson 
 
Bob Weakley has received an extensive report from Parking Services on the 
utilization of income and expenses.  He will analyze the information and report at 
the next Board meeting. 
 
Common Council – Dave Bomgaars 
 
The Summit Board of School Estimate approved more than $17 million in funding 
for the school district's Five-Year Facilities Plan, which includes major upgrades 
to the middle and high school as well as additions to Franklin and Jefferson 
elementary schools. 
 
On June 19, Mayor Ellen Dickson will conduct a Town Hall meeting, 7:30 pm, at 
the Burgis Associates building.  
 
Suburban Chambers – Beth Welsh  
 
Author Tracy Beckerman will be at the June Suburban Chambers meeting and 
Congressman Lance will speak on tax code changes.  The annual Golf Outing is 
June 17. 
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New Business – Bob Conway   
 
Bob Conway made a PowerPoint presentation for a possible new event for eight 
Saturdays in September and October. Summit Eats is a food market based on 
“Smorgasburg” in Brooklyn.  Summit Eats is being proposed as an alternative to 
the Street Fairs and will give people a reason to come to Summit, generate more 
income for SDI and keep the tax rate from increasing.  Lots of new people in 
Summit are coming from New York City and this is the type of event that they 
expect.  Summit Eats would assist in making Summit a food destination.   
 
There were many guests at the Board meeting who came specifically for the 
presentation on Summit Eats.  Each was given an opportunity to express their 
comments which included that it is a conflict of interest to have a Trustee make 
money on an SDI event, the proposed location of the Village Green is outside the 
Special Improvement District, Saturday is a busy day for restaurants and this 
would be taking customers out of town, and bringing in outside food vendors is a 
conflict of interest with Summit restaurants.  Some businesses expressed 
concern that they are struggling and an event like this would put them out of 
business.  Others expressed appreciation for Bob’s efforts and agreed that SDI 
needs more social events but doesn’t agree that this event is right for Summit. 
 
Robert Steelman said that there are lots of vacancies and lots of new businesses 
in town.  An event like this would generate more interest and traffic and we 
should look at viable alternatives. 
 
Christ Cotter commented that he was delighted to see such a large group of 
businesses at the meeting and encouraged them to attend the June 29 Events 
Committee meeting. 
 
Judith Josephs stated that the Village Green is not that far from town and she 
has a working relationship with the merchants. 
 
Additional comments included that we need more activities in August; school 
starts in September and that it already is a busy time for businesses; offer two 
free spaces for local businesses at the event; try a one day foodie event in 
August and host a block party in downtown Summit with food stations outside the 
businesses. 
 
Bob Weakley stated that merchants have made a substantial investment in town, 
have fixed costs, insurance, inventory expense, etc. and it doesn’t seem right for 
vendors to come to town and take money out of Summit.  He also raised 
questions about liability and health and food inspections. 
 
Jerry Rotunno said that he likes the Street Fairs and they bring a lot of business 
to his restaurant. 
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Dave Bomgaars suggested that our attorney look at the conflict of interest issue 
for both Trustee and SID involvement with this proposed event.  Doris Schneider 
made a motion, seconded by Dave Bomgaars, to have legal look at the conflict of 
interest concerns and to defer discussion to the next meeting.  The motion 
passed unanimously with Bob Conway abstaining. 
 
Other Issues – Judith Josephs 
 
Judith Josephs gave an overview of Summit events planned for the summer and 
said she will work closely with SDI so that we can coordinate our events and 
share the Summit experience. 
 
Mark Wadmond made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ellen Dickson and the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:40 a.m. 
 
 

Action Items 
 

 Susan Taylor will review the Workman’s Compensation annual 
premium of $407 which is due in June. 

 

 Bob Weakley will report on the utilization of income and expenses 
from Parking Services. 

 
 
 

The next Trustee Board meeting is June 26, 2013. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


