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Summit Downtown, Inc. 
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P.O. Box 1502 
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                              F. 908-273-9256 

                       www.summitdowntown.org 

 
 
 
To:  Summit Downtown, Inc. Board of Trustees 
 
From:  Emi Havas 
 
Date:  January 31, 2013 
 
Re:  Summit Downtown, Inc. Board of Trustees 
  January 30, 2013 
 
Members Present:   Dave Bomgaars, Bob Conway, Chris Cotter, Lori Dahl, 
Ellen Dickson, Gregory Drummond, Detlef Felschow, Don Geddis, Toni George, 
Emi Havas, Rich Lorenson, Stephen Pardee, Jerry Rotunno, Kevin Smallwood, 
Susan Taylor, Mark Wadmond, Robert Weakley, Beth Welsh, Mark Yeager and 
Susan Petrow (staff). 
 
Guests:  Robert Steelman 
 
Chairperson’s Report – Emi Havas 
 
Emi Havas called the meeting to order at 8:03 am and asked if there were any 
changes or corrections to the December minutes.  There were no changes and 
Ellen Dickson made a motion to accept the December minutes.  Kevin 
Smallwood seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Emi Havas lead the Trustees in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Emi acknowledged Steve Pardee’s resignation from the Board and thanked him 
for his ten years of dedicated service.  Steve was the driving force in bringing A 
Taste of Summit and the LEGOS Event to Summit, was responsible for creating 
our original website and was instrumental in developing and launching our new 
content management website last spring.   
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Finance Report – Dee Felschow 
 
Dee Felschow presented the December 2012 financials and Dave Bomgaars 
made a motion to accept the report.  Steve Pardee seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 
 
Officer Election – Emi Havas 
 
Emi Havas announced the slate of officers for the year:  Kevin Smallwood, 
Chairman; Bob Conway, Vice Chairman; Dee Felschow, Treasurer and Lori Dahl, 
Secretary.  Emi asked if there were any nominations from the floor and Kevin 
Smallwood nominated Mark Wadmond for Secretary.  A motion was made by 
Lori Dahl to accept the nominations for Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer.  
Steve Pardee seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Ballots were then distributed to the Trustees to vote for Secretary.  Lori Dahl was 
voted Board Secretary. 
 
A sign-up sheet was distributed to the Trustees to select their top three choices 
of committees on which they are willing to serve. 
 
Events – Mark Wadmond  
 
LEGOS 
 
The LEGOS Event has been publicized in press releases to newspapers, online 
media and posters have been distributed.  There are 25 tickets still available  and 
Lori Dahl will send a pdf of the event to Board members and the office for further 
distribution. 
 
Restaurant Week 
 
There are currently 16 restaurants signed up for Restaurant Week.  Last year 33 
restaurants participated.  Mark Wadmond and Susan Petrow will go door to door 
to solicit restaurants from last year who have not yet signed up. 
 
Mark Wadmond filmed a two minute video with Dee Felschow, Mort O’Shea from 
Hilltop Community Bank, who is sponsoring the event, and Jim Owens, Manager 
of Winberies.  The video has been posted on our Facebook page. 
 
Banner Request 
 
Overlook Hospital has asked to place a banner in town promoting their annual 
Kitchen Tour.  The requested time frame does not interfere with any SDI events. 
Ellen Dickson made a motion, seconded by Kevin Smallwood to approve the 
banner request.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Farmers Market 
 
Mark Wadmond reported that the new Farmers Market Manager, Harold 
Lefkowitz, has requested a raise to $200 from $150 per Sunday and opened the 
request for discussion.  After a brief discussion, Mark Wadmond made a motion 
to give Harold a 10% raise of $15.  Greg Drummond seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 
 
City Administrator’s Report – Chris Cotter 
 
The City Council has begun the formal Operating Budget process for 2013. The 
Council will provide key support of the downtown by working closely with SDI to 
develop Summit being viewed as a destination. 
 
Additional structured parking will be considered and it has been three weeks 
since the new parking lot improvements have been implemented.  Early results 
indicate ample parking available during the day for shoppers which was the 
intended result.  The City has received mostly positive feedback on the 
improvements.  A glitch using smart phones to pay has since been corrected and 
ambassadors are in the lot to assist with the new procedures.   
 
Parking – Kevin Smallwood  
 
Kevin Smallwood commented that the reason that there is more availability in the 
lots could be that employees are parking in the spaces designated for their use 
or it’s possible we could be turning shoppers away.  It was suggested that the 
retailers be canvassed to see what impact the new parking is having on their 
businesses.  Kevin also commented that the new parking app is a great tool to 
use to pay for metered parking. 
 
Kevin stated that the parking lots are an issue for SDI.  Five Trustees are on the 
Summit Parking Committee as business owners and not as Summit Downtown, 
Inc.  A Summit Downtown, Inc. Parking Committee needs to be developed to 
reflect what SDI is looking for. 
 
The opinion of the Board is that the meters are still being fed by employees in 
town.  A suggestion was made to wait another month and then the office should 
send an email to the businesses asking how the new parking regulations have 
impacted their businesses. Another recommendation was to visit merchants door 
to door to gain their support for Summit parking, advise where parking is 
available for employees and encourage them to enforce parking regulations with 
their employees. 
 
Rich Lorenson said that better signage is needed in the tiered parking garage 
and that customers don’t understand what to do and ask in the store for 
clarification.   
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Common Council – Dave Bomgaars and Greg Drummond 

The Summit Common Council will establish a joint emergency dispatch center 
with New Providence.  The center will be located in the New Providence 
Municipal Complex.  Estimated initial costs for the first year will be about 
$350,000 for each municipality. 

A Town Hall meeting was held last week to discuss the Full Day Kindergarten 
proposal.  Dave Bomgaars informed the Board that 70% of New Jersey school 
districts offer full day kindergarten and 50% of communities with similar district 
wealth offer full day kindergarten.  Fifty-two percent of taxes paid by Summit 
residents are allocated to the Board of Education.  

The Summit Planning Board has recommended that the Railroad Avenue 
Parking Lot be studied for redevelopment.  When asked if there is a need to 
conduct this study, Greg Drummond responded that this is an outgrowth of a 
study done years ago.  The land in question is City owned and the City is looking 
at a parcel of land to increase parking and will work collaboratively with the 
developer.  This will also tie in with Summit’s efforts to be designated a Transit 
Village which will make us eligible for grant money.  Chris Cotter will bring copies 
of the redevelopment study to the next Board meeting. 

The City Council is looking for support of the redevelopment study and asked 
SDI to submit a letter of support to the City. 

Suburban Chambers – Beth Welsh 

The February First Friday will focus on The Affordable Health Care Act and Dr. 
Robert Brenner from Summit Medical Group will be guest speaker.    

Beth stated that the Chamber has a great slate of recipients for the Tying the 
Community Together Award which will be presented on March 21 at The Grand 
Summit Hotel. 

Public Input – Robert Steelman 

Robert Steelman discussed the confusion drivers have over the new parking 
regulations that offer the first 30 minutes for free, but then charge you $1 if you 
stay for one hour, in essence, taking back the free 30 minutes. He suggested that 
the City look at the numbers to see what makes sense. 
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Other Issues and Adjournment 

Mark Wadmond distributed the final 2013 Events Calendar and made a request 
for Board minutes to be distributed within a few days of the meeting instead of a 
month later. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 am. 

 

The next Trustee Meeting is February 27, 2013. 

 
 
   
 


