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Summit Downtown, Inc. 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

June 28, 2017   8:00AM 
City of Summit City Hall, Whitman Room 

 
 

Members Present: Susan Alexander, Pat Angelo, Bob Conway, Andrew Genualdi, Tony Melchionna, David Naidu, 
Nora Radest, Michael Rogers, Karen Schneider, Claire Toth, and Beth Welsh.  Staff: Nancy Adams and Kathryn 
Best. 
 
Members Absent: Joseph Hamilton, Kevin Smallwood, and Richard Sun.  
 
Guests: None  
    
Tony Melchionna called the meeting to order at 8:07 am. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Tony Melchionna  
Minutes were presented for approval. Claire Toth moved that the May 2017 minutes be approved.  Pat Angelo 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
CHAIRPERSONS REPORT – Tony Melchionna 
Tony reported that almost everyone on the Board wants to be on the First-Floor Zoning Committee.  Thus, it has 
been decided to add that discussion to the agenda for the next full Board meeting, which will be held at 8am on 
August 2, at the Rescue Squad Building.  There’s ample parking across the street in the Middle School lot.  This will 
be a joint July-August Board Meeting.  The location change is to prevent a parking issue at City Hall on Tax Day. 
 
 
COMMITTEE/PROJECT REPORTS  
 
FINANCE – Claire Toth  
The SID assessment revenue has come in and will be reflected in next month’s financials.  Design Nights have been 
more expensive relative to what was forecasted.  Other than that, all expenses have been approximately what we 
were expecting. 
 
Dr. Genualdi made a motion to approve the May 2017 financials, Pat Angelo seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
EVENTS 
Arts + Cars 
Nancy and Kathryn have been working with Mel and Cynthia from the Visual Arts Center. There’s a very cool new 
poster in the works. 
 
Restaurant Week 
Leti and the interns have been spending hours each day reaching out to all the restaurants to get them involved in 
Restaurant Week.  We are encouraging all sit-down restaurants to offer a prix fixe menu for $25, $35, or $45. 
 
Street Fair 
Mayor Radest noted that she observed fewer Summit people and more people from out of town walking through the 
fair.  Bob Conway said that the Fair wasn’t as well attended as it was in the past. Brownie Points had what might 
have been their worst day of business since they opened during the Street Fair. 
 
Beth Welsh reminded everyone that the Street Fair used to be held at a different time, either during the dead of 
summer to drum up business, or it was combined with sidewalk sales to help businesses move inventory to 
transition between seasons. 
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Bob said that people who come to the Street Fair don’t pay attention to the downtown businesses, partially due to 
the setup.  Due to fire and safety regulations, we can’t have the vendors in a row down the center of the street.  That 
means they’re against the sidewalk, which obscures the buildings’ facades.   
 
Tony brought an email from Nanette Kryston, owner of Kryston’s Hardware, expressing her concern about the Street 
Fair and any downtown event that closes streets. 
 
The Mayor mentioned that Donna Puzella, owner of Sweet Nothings, contacted her and several others when she 
found a chocolate vendor positioned across from her store.  Nancy clarified that they weren’t selling chocolate, but 
they were advertising a chocolate business in another town.  Nancy spoke to Darryl and made it clear that the SDI 
office needs to review the layout of the Street Fair the Friday before the Fair. 
 
Bob said that if we do the Street Fair in the future, SDI must have a presence as an organization at the event. 
 
Discussion continued. 
 
Winter Farmers Market 
After a brief discussion, the Board reached the consensus to continue the Winter Farmers Market in 2018, every 
Saturday, from 9am-12pm.  The goal will be to have a similar mix of merchants every week, whether it’s the same 
vendors or similar vendors alternating weeks. 
 
 
SPRINGFIELD AVENUE BANNER/BRACKETS 
Nancy told the Board that several organizations have already approached her about putting their banners up, once 
the brackets are installed.  We need to have a policy regarding how to handle these requests.  Beth Welsh told 
Nancy that such a policy was written and voted on in the past.  The discussion was postponed until the old policy 
could be found. 
 
 
MURALS IN DOWNTOWN 
Together with the City and the Summit Public Art committee, SDI is continuing to pursue a plan to have murals 
painted around downtown and the surrounding areas on buildings and electrical boxes. We hope that some of the 
murals will be painted by high school students that win a design contest, and the others will be done by 
professionals.  Tony’s Pizza Vita building will be the first to be painted with a mural.  Nancy told the Board that 
there’s also the possibility of obtaining a 2018 NEA grant for such a project, so long as the NEA isn’t defunded. 
 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE – Beth Welsh 
First Fridays and Wine Down Wednesdays continue to be successful and well-attended. This month’s Wine Down 
Wednesday is tonight in Calvary Episcopal Church and will feature a cooking class by May Fridel.  May is a Summit 
resident who recently published a cookbook.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Bob mentioned that he has noticed more solicitors walking around town lately.  He reminded everyone that they 
must have a permit, and encouraged everyone to ask to see the permit if someone enters their business. 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
None 
 
Claire Toth made a motion to adjourn, and Dr. Genualdi seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 9:13am. 
 
 

The next Trustee meeting is August 2, 2017. 


