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Summit Downtown, Inc. 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

May 30, 2017   8:00AM 
City of Summit City Hall, Whitman Room 

 
 

Members Present: Susan Alexander, Pat Angelo, Bob Conway, Andrew Genualdi, Joseph Hamilton, Tony 
Melchionna, David Naidu, Nora Radest, Michael Rogers, Karen Schneider, Kevin Smallwood, Claire Toth, and Beth 
Welsh.  Staff: Nancy Adams, Kathryn Best, Leticia Lucaj. 
 
Members Absent: Michael Rogers and Richard Sun.  
 
Guests: None  
  
Tony Melchionna called the meeting to order at 8:04 am. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Tony Melchionna  
Minutes were presented for approval. Claire Toth moved that the April 2017 minutes be approved.  Pat Angelo 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
CHAIRPERSONS REPORT – Tony Melchionna 
Kevin Smallwood, president of the Police Athletic League (P.A.L.), informed that Summit Police Officer Tarantino 
was killed in a car crash on his way to work.  The P.A.L. has established a fund on the compassionate crowdfunding 
site youcaring.  The sooner the link is circulated, the better.  Mayor Radest echoed Kevin’s remarks saying that 
Officer Tarantino was a remarkable person who touched everyone.  The whole City is saddened by his death. 
 
Tony reported that he and Nancy had a walking meeting with Ron DeMayo, Paul Cascais, Aaron Schrager, and 
Mayor Radest.  They discussed many issues important to the town, including the maintenance of the backs of 
buildings.  Many shoppers park in the Park & Shop Lots, so the backs of buildings are their first impression of 
downtown Summit.  
 
Tony also announced the formation of a First-Floor Zoning Sub-Committee. The purpose of the committee will be to 
evaluate, and ultimately suggest changes to, the first-floor zoning regulations.  If you’re interested in serving on the 
committee, please contact Tony or the SDI office.  Beth Welsh, David Naidu, Claire Toth, and Karen Schneider all 
indicated their interest. 
 
 
COMMITTEE/PROJECT REPORTS  
 
FINANCE – Claire Toth  
Claire reported that entry fees from the Farmers Market continue to come in.  We haven’t finished paying all the 
Girls’ Night Out invoices.  Girls’ Night Out is costing less than anticipated, and Design Night is costing more than 
anticipated.   
 
SDI hopes to receive their first tax revenue check as soon as Common Council approves the SDI Budget. 
 
Beth Welsh moved that the April 2017 financials be accepted as presented.  Dr. Genualdi seconded the motion and 
the financials were approved unanimously.   
 
 
EVENTS 
 
Summer Farmers Market 
Bob Conway said that he thought the market was off to a good start.  The vendors are complying with the market’s 
regulations. 
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Girls’ Night Out (GNO) 
Kathryn Best reviewed the results from the merchant survey.  90% of businesses surveyed said they would 
participate in GNO again.  Attendance increased 58% from 2016.  The most common comment was that cold, 
dreary weather deterred shoppers; perhaps we should consider holding the event later in May.  
 
Karen Schneider added that having GNO on the same day as the Calvary House Tour could have also decreased 
attendance.  Asking the same group of women to attend or work both events in one day is a bit much. 
 
Susan Alexander said that GreatHouse, due to the threat of penalties from the state ABC, opted not to serve 
alcohol.  They felt their event turned out even better without alcohol.  But, she would like to know what the official 
policy regarding businesses serving alcohol at events is. 
 
Design Night 
The second Design Night of the year will be held on Thursday, June 1, from 6-9pm.  Home Again Design is 
partnering with Ricciardi Brothers to present a furniture refinishing workshop.  West Elm’s In-Home Style Team is 
partnering with a paint brand available at Ricciardi Brothers to offer shoppers paint and decorating tips.  Laura Clare 
is offering a floral arranging class for just $45; the class is usually over $100.  Paper Sources is hosting a Creative 
Handlettering Class. 
 
Restaurant Week 
Nancy and Kathryn have been meeting with Pat Angelo to plan for Restaurant Week, which will be held from July 20 
through July 30. It has been very helpful to have the perspective of a restaurant general manager while planning.  
SDI has heard from customers and restaurants alike that prix fixe menus are what really drives business during 
Restaurant Week.  So, we hope to encourage all restaurants that are able to to offer a prix fixe menu.  Restaurants 
that offer a prix fixe menu will receive extra promotion.  There will also be a kickoff celebration on Thursday evening, 
July 20, with live music in the downtown.  The sign up for restaurants has been sent out.  Beth Welsh suggested co-
marketing Restaurant Week with some of the local theatres as a great date night.  
 
Summit Downtown Art Festival 
The Art Festival will be combined with the Summit Classic Car show and held on September 17.  It will be a fun day 
for the whole family with classic cars, a juried art show with art available for purchase, live music from the B Street 
Band and The Baby Please, and activities for children.  
 
 
WINTER FARMERS MARKET 
 
Nancy, Kathryn, and Leti had a meeting with Matt at Calvary.  The church really wants the Winter Market back.  It 
was great publicity for them, and their parishioners enjoyed having the market at their church.  The construction is 
finished, and the space is beautiful.  With the additional space, vendors may be able to have more than one table 
each.  We would also be able to keep the entire market indoors. 
 
Now, we have to decide whether we want to have the Winter Market at all, once a month, every other week, or 
every week.  Several vendors have said they would prefer every other week.  They feel that every week is too much, 
and once a month isn’t regular enough.  Claire said that she enjoyed having the market every week as a place to 
pick up weeknight dinners.  Beth suggested that we consider having the market every week, with the same types of 
vendors.  If a stuffed bread vendor only wanted to come every other week, then we could have another stuffed 
bread vendor alternate weeks with them.  Discussion continued.  
 
 
SPRINGFIELD AVENUE BANNER/BRACKETS 
 
Aaron Schrager has been in contact with Jen Electric and has asked to borrow their bucket truck.  Nancy will be 
working with Joe Hamilton and his contact to hopefully install the brackets. 
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MURALS IN DOWNTOWN 
 
Tony and Nancy have discussed potential locations for murals in the downtown, including electrical boxes.  We 
could have a contest to have a few done by students, then the rest would be done by professionals.  They have 
already had some discussions with Paul Cascais and Michael Rogers.  David Naidu suggested the entrance to the 
Tiered Garage as a possible mural location.  The Board agreed that Tony and Nancy should continue to pursue this. 
 
 
STAKEHOLDERS MEETING 
 
The second stakeholders meeting of the year will be held at 8am on Tuesday, June 6, at the Grand Summit Hotel.  
All downtown property owners, business owners, and business employees are welcome.  The Mayor will welcome 
everyone, Tony will give an update, Nancy will introduce herself, Aaron Schrager will give an update on city projects, 
and there will be time for Q and A.  
 
 
COMMON COUNCIL UPDATE – David Naidu 
 
The SDI budget will be voted on at the June 7 Common Council meeting. Tony will be there to represent SDI. 
 
The Planning Board continues to work with Topology.  They expect to have a report in the next month and a half 
detailing which areas are in need of redevelopment.  They will take a hiatus during the summer months and 
reconvene in the fall. 
 
When asked about the status of the decorative pavement on Beechwood Road, David answered that they are 
deciding between several options, including real cobbles for the roundabout and all of Beechwood Road, just using 
accent cobbles, doing the roundabout and not Beechwood Road, etc. 
 
Mayor Radest alerted the Board that DeForest Avenue will be paved at night soon, likely the night of June 12.  
Timing depends on temperatures. 
 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UPDATE – Beth Welsh 
 
First Fridays and Wine Down Wednesdays continue to be successful and well-attended. The last Wine Down 
Wednesday was at Summit House.  The Golf Outing is coming up.  Even if you don’t play golf, the party and 
networking are excellent. The Chamber will also be awarding their scholarships to deserving students.  They try to 
reward those who are on a business track.  This year’s awardees include the manager at CVS and a young woman 
who started her own business.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Radest reminded everyone of the Department of Community Program’s Senior Lunch Bunch program, where 
they organize a trip and provide transportation to a downtown restaurant for lunch.  This past month, they went to La 
Pastaria.  Next month, they’ll be at the Committed Pig.  Mayor Radest thanked Pat Angelo for his cooperation and 
participation in the program. 
 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
None 
 
Bob Conway made a motion to adjourn, Claire Toth seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 am. 
 
 

The next Trustee meeting is June 28, 2017 


